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Sep. 23, 1971 
12 :52p.m. 


1. GENERAL HAIG AND I MET WITH PRESIDENT THIEU AT PRESIDENTIAL 
PALACE AFTERNOON SEPTEMBER 23. 

2. HAIG ASKED THIEU HEW HE FORESAW ENEMY ACT 10.N IN THE UP- 
COMING DRY SEASON. THIEU EXPRESSED VIEW THAT MAIN ENEMY EFFORT 
WOULD TAKE PLACE IN MR 1, SUPPLEMENTED EY INTENSIFIED PRESSURES 

IN MR 3 AND EASTERN CAMBODIA. , 

* 

5. HAIG ASKED IF GVN HAD DEVELOPED ANY PLANS FOR OFFENSIVE 
ACTION TO BLUNT THE ENEMY EFFORTS HE FORESAW. THIEU REPLIED THAT 
EARLY PREEMPTIVE ACTION IK AREAS OF CAMBODIA ADJACENT TO MR 3 
WOULD BE ESSENTIAL. THIS WOULD TAKE THE PRESSURE OFF OF MR 3 
AND LATER ENABLE SOUTH VIETNAMESE TO REINFORCE I CORPS WHc-RE 
HEAVIEST FIGHTING LIKELY TO TAKE PLACE. 


4. REPLYING TO A QUERY, THIEU SAID 
DIVISION IN MR 1 WERE RUNNING INTO 
POWER SHORTAGE AND SOME SHORTAGES 0 
MECHANIZED EQUIPMENT. PRESIDENT THI 
U.S. DELIVERIES WERE RUNNING SLOW A 
THE NECESSARY EQUIPMENT IN EXISTING 
ASSURED THIEU THAT HE WOULD LOOK IN 
THAT A MAJOR EFFORT WAS BEING MADE 
NAMESE EQUIPMENT NEEDS. 


THAT EFFORTS TO FORM A NEW 
DIFFICULTY DUE TO A MAN- 
F BOTH INDIVIDUAL AND 
EU STATED THAT SOME 
3D THAT HE DID NOT HAVE 
DEPOT STOCKS. HAIG 
TO THIS URGENTLY ADDING 
TO IMPROVE SOUTH VIET- . 
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^J‘E?° UCHING ERIEFLY ON THE POLITICAL SITUATION, HAIG CONVEYED 
?2 . r- THAT THIEU WOULD MOVE PROMPTLY AFTER OCTOBER 3 REFERENDUM 
TO HEAL THE WOUNDS: OF THIS SUMMER, BROADEN THE BASE OF HIS 
GOVERNMENT AND FIND WAYS TO CHANNEL OPPOSITION CONSTRUCTIVELY. 
HAJG : . AL SO STRESSED NEED FOR DRAMATIC ACTION AGAINST CORRUPTION. 

IT MIGHT BE! POSSIBLE TO INCLUDE RESPONSIBLE REPRE- 
SENTATIVES OF BUDDHIST ELEMENTS IN FUTURE GOVERNMENT. 

6. HAIG ALSO ALLUDED TO A CONVERSATION HELD EARLIER IN THE DAY 
WITH VICE PRESIDENT KY BY SUGGESTING THAT THIEU MIGHT WISH 
TO CONSIDER A RESPONSIBLE POST-REFERENDUM ROLE FOB KY AS 

WELL. THIEU. WAS NON-COMMITTAL, BUT APPEARED TO TAKE HAIG’S 
SUGGESTION SERIOUSLY.. 

;• BUNKER. '• 
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